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The Origin of Renwen (Humanities):

“A keen observation of the realm of Nature
leads to a clear perception of changes in time,
And a comprehensive study of Humanities
Brings high civilization to the whole world.”
From The Book of Changes

Since its founding in 1926, China Institute has been known as a “home away from home” for
Chinese intellectuals living abroad. Distinguished May Fourth scholar Hu Shih, a one-time
student of John Dewey at Columbia University, often lectured at China Institute, and writers and
others from China on travels to the United States often visited New York to lecture at China
Institute, sometimes in English but also in Chinese. This tradition was maintained until many
years ago through the Institute’s summer program at Lake George.

This tradition has now been revived in the form of weekend lectures organized by the
Renwen Society at China Institute, given in Chinese (and sometimes bilingually) by prominent
writers, actors, art collectors, and other leaders in their fields. The lectures attract a disparate
audience of native speakers and others fluent in Mandarin Chinese. Most of the lectures are
either in Chinese or with Chinese interpretation and all concern topics in Chinese
culture. Topics have included poetry, novels, art, theater, history, language, archaeology,
cinema, opera and religion.

The series of lectures serves three important functions in New York’s rapidly expanding
Chinese immigrant community: it keeps educated immigrants in touch with their home country;
it provides a free forum for speakers to discuss their ideas with compatriots.; and it offers both
the Chinese immigrant community and students interested in China opportunities to hear about
the latest scholarship and modern culture, in Chinese, directly from the experts.

Since 2001, the Renwen Society has organized over XXXX (check the number or estimate it)
lectures. We have selected about 20 lectures from late 2004 to early 2009 to feature in this
catalog, arranged chronologically. An equal number of lectures from 2001 to 2004 were featured
in Renwen's previous catalog. For detailed description of all the Renwen lectures, please visit
Renwen's website: http://chineselectures.org.

The Renwen Society is co-chaired by Yong Ho and Ben Wang.
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On October 9, 2004, the Renwen Society hosted a seminar on Chinese
master literary critic Xia Zhiqing to which it invited Harvard Professor
David Dewei Wang, Columbia professor Shang Wei, NYU Professor Li Yu
and Columbia Lecturer Wang Meilong.

Xia Zhiqing’s two English Compositions, “A History of Modern Chinese
Fiction” and “The Classic Chinese Novel — A Critical Introduction” have
been established in the field of study of Chinese modern literature. Three of
China’s great authors, Eileen Chang, Shen Congwen, and Ch’ien Chungshu
were all influenced by his work, which has also become a classic for Western
study of the history of modern Chinese literature. As a literary critic for 50
years, he enjoyed the prestige of being a top Chinese literature professor
with influential scholarship. He emphasized the artistic ability of fiction
writers to convey real truth. In July 2006, Xia Zhiqing was the oldest fellow
ever to be elected to Taiwan’s Academica Sinica.
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On January 22, 2005, the Renwen Society and America’s Web TV,
Beijing University’s Pen Association, Friends of Sino-American Literature
and Art Social Club, “The Other Shore” Magazine, and the Transamerican
Chinese Author Social Club, collaborated to hold “An Informal Discussion
on Dong Dingshan.”

In the early 1940s, under the pen name Ling Huhui, he began to have
fictional stories published monthly in “Happiness,” which were seen in
Shanghai literary circles as masterful stories of love. After arriving in
America, Dong became director of materials at the City University of New
York Library. Beginning in 1978, his magazine “Reading” introduced
Chinese readers to American literature. In 2000 he was awarded a lifetime
achievement award by the New York International Cultural and Academic
Activity Center, where he was praised as a Sino-American Cultural
Ambassador.
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In honor of Yu Dafu and the 60t anniversary of victory in the War of
Resistance against Japan, the Renwen Society hosted the “Yu Dafu
Memorial Seminar” on October 9, 2005, to investigate his life and works.

Yu Dafu was a founder of the journalism group “Creation Society.”
Although he made great contributions to the study of prose, poetry,
literary theory, and translation, his biggest impact was on fiction writing.
His most famous work, “Chenlun,” was the first fictional short story to be
written in baihua, or vernacular Chinese. In it, he addressed sex in a
direct manner and aired grievances toward the government. In the 1930s,
when the Chinese people were full of revolutionary fervor and idealism,
Yu projected his own emotions onto his fictional protagonists.

After the Chinese victory in the War of Resistance against Japan, Yu
was murdered by a Japanese military official, but until today no one is
certain of the circumstances surrounding his death or where and when he
was killed.
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On April 15, 2006, at Columbia University, the Renwen Society hosted
the “Annual Lecture” featuring famous Beijing author Liu Xinwu to speak
on his “Red Chamber Expose.” Liu is an author whose 1977 short-story
“The Class teacher” led him to become one of the leading authors of “scar
literature,” or work that criticized the Chinese government during the
Cultural Revolution. His work ”The Bell Tower” won the Mao Dun
Literature Award, while “The Four Decorated Archways” won the
Shanghai Excellent Saga Novel prize. In 2003, Liu published his research
on “Dream of the Red Chamber,” rewritten in 2005 as “Honglou
Wangyue,” which became a number one bestseller.

Since 2004, the Renwen Society has hosted a large-scale annual
lecture, to which it invites a famous person to speak. The year 2006
marked China Institute’s 8ot anniversary, to which it invited the Person
of the Year Liu Xinwu to speak on traditional Chinese culture in terms of
the creation of “Dream of the Red Chamber.”
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On April 23, 2006, Renwen Society hosted “Poetry, Book, Painting,
Bent Four Extinction—A Seminar on the Achievements of Zhang
Chonghe,” to four scholars were invited to discuss her works: Yale
professor Jin Anping, Boston University professor Bi Qianshen, former
U.N. Chinese group leader Anna Chen, Kunqu Opera’s Yin Jifang, and
Zhang Chonghe herself.

Since she was little, Zhang received traditional education from her
paternal grandmother in Hefei, Anhui Province. In 1934 she entered
Beijing University, where her poems, fiction and prose were often
published in the press. During the War of Resistance against Japan, she
moved to Kunming with her sister and husband where she worked for
the education department choosing textbooks, fiction pieces and songs.
It was then that she developed her passion for calligraphy and painting.

She came to America and served as a professor at Yale, Harvard and
20 other universities to teach traditional Chinese culture.
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On October 28, 2006, Renwen Society invited Fudan University History
Department chair Wu Jingping to speak on “TV Soong and His Generation.” Wu
Jingping is an authority on TV Soong and the history of the Republic of China.
Since 2005, he has been with Stanford University’s Hoover Institute, where he
researches historical documents on the Soong family.

TV Soong is considered the most important character in modern Chinese
politics, and his family, which included sisters Ailing, Qingling and Meiling, was
undoubtedly the country’s most influential from the 1920s to 1940s. He was a
pragmatic liberal in the Guomindang, making great contributions to establishing a
financial system, stopping the invasion of Japan, seeking international aid, and
promoting China’s international position. His files have revealed that when he
was Minister of Foreign Affairs, he demanded the Bank of China take funds from
his personal account to make up for government funding deficiency.

Wau Jianping brought with him precious historical pictures and corrected
previously documented errors with objective appraisal, arguing that the secret
files of the “Four Great Families” belong to the entire country.
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On November 18, 2006, Renwen Society hosted “Writer, Artist,
Connoisseur, International Community Leader—A Celebration of Weng

Wange’s Achievements.” The Metropolitan Museum’s Asian Art
Department’s Director of Chinese painting and calligraphy Maxwell Harn
and Administrator Judith Smith, China Institute’s V.P. Nancy Jarvis,
CUNY and Columbia University Professor Morris Rossabi, Boston
University Professor Bai Qianzhen, Renwen Society Co-Directors Wang
Ban and Ho Yong, and Weng Wange, presented on Weng’s achievements
in painting and calligraphy.

Originating from Changshu, the Weng family had a great influence on
the political culture of the late Qing Dynasty, even serving as tutors to the
emperor. Today, the West has a systematic understanding of the
development of Chinese calligraphy and painting, much of which comes
from Weng’s work. Because of his family connections, he gained an
appreciation for the arts, becoming a connoisseur of books and
calligraphy. After going abroad, he returned with a collection of ancient
Chinese books, 542 of which he gave to Shanghai Library.
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On February 3, 2007, Renwen Society and American Chinese
Television jointly conducted an “Interview of Liu Ye.” Liu Ye is the
cream of the crop of today’s young Chinese actors. He graduated from
the Central Academy of Drama in Beijing, where he quickly jumped on
the scene with a nomination for the Golden Rooster Best Supporting
Actor award in his first role as a postman in the movie “Postmen in the
Mountains.” After graduating, he won the Best Actor award in Taiwan’s
Golden Horse competition for his performance “Lan Yu.” Playing the
role of a homosexual, he was the first-ever adult Chinese male in a
mainland Chinese film to be shown frontally naked. In 2003, he won
the Best Actor award in the Golden Rooster competition for his role in
“The Foliage.”
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In April 2007, to honor the fourth anniversary of the Renwen Society,
“A Series of Lectures on Chinese Culture” were held. The head of the
Manchurian Research Institute at the Beijing Social Academy of Sciences,
Professor Yan Chongnian, was invited to speak on April 14, when he
presented two lectures: “Reflections on the Rise and Fall of the Qing
Dynasty” and “True Stories of the 12 Qing Dynasty Emperors.”

Professor Yan is a famous expert in the fields of Qing dynastic and
Manchurian history and has won the “Bright Cup” Award for his excellent
literary work, China’s Award for the Study of Manchurian Culture, and
China’s Cultural Department Award for the Best Book.

In 2004, CCTV invited him to be the primary lecturer on “True Stories
of 12 Qing Emperors.” He gave 38 lectures starting from Nurhaci and ending
with the Qing Emperors and 48 more on the fall of the Ming and Rise of the
Qing Dynasties. His goal with the lectures was to resolve historical
discrepancies between minority groups and preserve China’s civilization,
including issues of the forced cutting of the Qing tonsure, the strengthening
of the Eight Banners, and the persecution of intellectuals.
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In 2007, in cooperation with the Asian Cultural Center, Renwen
Society invited Xiamen University professor Yi Zhongtian to speak on the
“Breadth of Chinese History” at the “Platform for Various Thinkers” at
Columbia University.

Yi has done interdisciplinary research in history, art and the
humanities. His academic scholarship includes “Gossiping Chinese,”

»

“Chinese Men and Women,” “Imperial Melancholy,” all of which have
been highly praised.

For his lectures, he divided thousands of years of Chinese history into
three parts: From the Western Zhou to the Qin Dynasty, from the empire
under heaven of the Qin to the empire following the 1911 revolution, and
from 1911 to the present. On the day of his lecture, easily 400-500 people
could have filled the auditorium, with many having to sit on the ground.
He explained in great detail the patterns of dynastic change, but even four

hours were not enough for him to explain all of his thoughts.
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Chiang Yee, one of the most prolific Chinese American writers in the
English language, is best known for his Silent Traveller series published
between the 1930s and 1970s. Raised in Jiangxi, China, Chiang Yee left
for England at age 30. Not long after his first publication on Chinese art,
he published The Silent Traveller: A Chinese Artist in Lakeland. Chiang
presents his observations of the West. The book won high praise from art
critic Herbert Read, who admires Chiang Yee’s success in proving “the
universality of all true modes of feeling and thinking.” After that, Chiang
Yee published more volumes on London, Oxford, Edinburgh, New York
Boston, and San Francisco. His three American titles were New York
Times bestsellers. In 1955, Chiang Yee moved to New York to join the
faculty at Columbia University until his retirement in 1971 and giving
lectures on Chinese art and calligraphy at China Institute.

The symposium on October 20, 2007, brought together Chien-fei
Chiang, Chih-peng Yin, and Da Zheng to discuss Chiang’s role as a
cultural interpreter.
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On November 3, 2007, Renwen Society invited the illustrious
contemporary Chinese author and dramatist Professor Pai Hsien-Yong to
speak on “My Literary Creation and Dramatic Path.”

His works attempt to use different methods to handle different subject
matters in both short stories and longer fictional works, the most famous of
which are “Taipei People” and “Crystal Boys.” In 2001,when the United
Nations named Beijing Opera one of the worlds “Intangible Cultural
Heritages,” Pai was asked to create a production that corresponded to the
ancient aesthetics of the opera and minority culture, but also attract a young
audience. Pai selects from original works and follows their patterns, trains
with the best traditional teachers and works on site in Suzhou. In addition,
he believes you have to have both actors and spectators to give life to a play.
As part of his lecture, Pai showed clips from his production of The Peony
Pavilion featuring dramatist George Berkeley to great applause.
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After graduating from Claremont McKenna College, Rose Aly spent 18
months studying Chinese in Guizhou where she quickly picked up Mandarin
and went to live in a community with members of the Miao minority.

In 1999 Aly became the first graduate student of choreography at Beijing
Dance Academy, where she was also the only student of foreign nationality.
Upon obtaining her master’s degree in 2002, she remained at the school to
teach. In 2003, she edited “The Lady in the Dark,” the first Broadway-style
musical to be performed in China. In 2005, she won the starring role in the
Chinese Academy of Song and Dance’s ballet production of “Nanjing 1937.”
During that same year, she worked with Warner Brothers to produce Beijing’s
world premiere of“Casablanca,” the dance. In 2006, she served as the director
of a modern production of the Chinese myth “The Rebirth of the Phoenix.”
Upon returning to the U.S., Aly began teaching Chinese modern dance and
opera at NYU’s Tisch School.

Rose’s presentation at China Institute on December 8, 2007, included
video clips of her dancing, which revealed how her work has been shaped by

her experiences in China.
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On April 9, 2005, and January 12, 2008, Renwen Society invited
Chinese literary critic and author Yu Qiuyu to speak on “Chinese Cultural
Thinking.”

In 1992, he published “Stressful Cultural Journeying,” which revealed
his experience visiting cultural relics throughout China and the interaction
between modern and ancient culture. His reflections on Chinese culture and
his emotional writing style led to the creation of a new literary form called
the "cultural meditation essay." From his visits to various cultural sites
around the world, Yu made the following points during his lecture:

First, he asserted that China is a non-aggressive farming country.
Second, he claimed that fast-speed economic development requires spiritual
preparation. Third, when faced with intellectual predicaments, one should
focus on cultural forms as opposed to cultural festivities. He also prophesized
that territories abroad will be the sites of a Chinese cultural renaissance.
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On January 26, 2008, Renwen Society invited “Time” Magazine 1996
Person of the Year, the winner of the Presidential Medal of Honor Dr.
David Ho to speak at Columbia University on his aids research.

Ho is currently the CEO and Scientific Director of the Aaron Diamond
AIDs Research Center after having studied AIDs for the more than 20 years
and writing more than 300 academic articles on the topic. He was the first
to show that AIDs results from the spread of a virus and to clarify the
process of virus replication, and his work on antiviral therapy and drug
cocktail therapy has effectively reduced the death rate of AIDs patients.

When he first arrived in America, he faced discrimination. After
graduating from Harvard, he went to work at the University of California
Medical Center. Despite the urging of colleagues not to study AIDs after he
saw the virus proliferating in western Los Angeles, he persisted. Today,
even though there has been no radical cure, Ho is proud to have been able
to lower infection rates and reduce the side effects of AIDs.
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On March 30, 2008, Renwen Society invited legendary forensic scientist
Henry Changyu Lee to speak at Columbia University. He is a master at
processing material evidence and reconstructing crime-scenes, and for these
reasons he has been involved in investigating major criminal cases around the
world, totaling more than 8000.

After his retirement in 2000, he became Chief Emeritus for Scientific
Services for the State of Connecticut and an occasional lecture professor of
forensic science at the University of New Haven, where he has helped to set up
the Henry C. Lee Forensic Institute.

Speaking on his life’s work, Lee emphasized that you can’t stop until you
reach that which you pursue. In an U.S.A. Today list of the 25 incidents that had
the possibility to change the world’s history, Li was involved with 14 of them,
such as the JonBenét Ramsey murder, the O.J. Simpson case, the post-9/11
the Washington, DC
reinvestigation of John F. Kennedy’s assassination. On his involvement in these

forensic investigation, sniper shootings and a

cases, he responded that often the injured parties are unable to speak, and it is
up to those who do investigations to speak on their behalf.
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Artist and Professor Zhu Wei was invited to give a lecture about
“Contemporary Chinese Art,” on November 8, 2008, addressing 1) What
is Contemporary Chinese Art? 2) Distinguishing Contemporary, Ancient,
and Modern Art, 3) The Three Stages of Chinese Art Development, 4)
Analyzing Contemporary Chinese Art, and 5) The Development of Zhu
Wei’'s work. Zhu Wei is one of China’s most renowned contemporary
artists of the post-Tiananmen period and is known for his subtle critique
of politics and society modern China.

Zhu Wei believes contemporary art should not be conceptualized in
terms of time, but instead should be thought of as a term to give it
conceptual meaning. Thus, it is important to determine if a piece of art
meets the standards and characteristics of contemporary art before
classifying it as such.

When it comes to the periods of ancient and modern art, standards
always emanated from the West, and it took almost 50 years for the
Chinese to catch up, yet Wei believes that China has produced
indispensable contemporary artists in the 21t century and will continue to
do so.
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Becoming a Member of China Institute

[2

é’rﬁ%%

Founded in 1926 by a group of American and Chinese educators, including John Dewey and
Hu Shih, China Institute in America is the oldest educational and cultural organization in the
United States focused on advancing a deeper understanding of China through programs in
education, culture, business and art in the belief that cross-cultural understanding strengthens our
global community.

The Institute offers innovative, high quality programs, activities, courses and seminars that
are open to — and designed for — people of all ages and backgrounds. Programming encompasses
the visual and performing arts, culture, history, music, philosophy, language and literature,
business and current affairs, and professional development programs for K-12 teachers.

China Institute is chartered by the Board of Regents of the University of the State of New
York as a school of continuing education. The Institute’s School of Chinese Studies, founded in
1944, is the oldest educational center of its kind in the United States.

Benefits of Membership

% Invitations to special exhibition previews and receptions

++ Discounts on programs and selected courses

>

K/
*

Complimentary Gallery admission

D)

>

K/
*

Invitations to special events

D)

e

% Advance notice of classes and programs

¢ Program updates via email

¢+ Advance notice of classes and programs

¢+ Reciprocal admission to other arts, cultural and educational institutions

¢ 10% discount at the China Institute Gift Shop and on select magazine subscriptions
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http://www.chinainstitute.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=536
http://www.chinainstitute.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=535
http://www.chinainstitute.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=537&parentID=536
http://www.chinainstitute.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=Page.viewPage&pageId=595&parentID=496

China Institute Membership Enrollment Form

China Institute

FOUNDED 1926

Questions or comments?

Please contact China Institute by
phone at 212.744 8181 x137 or email
membership@ chinainstitute.org

Privacy Policy Statement:

Your personal information will not be
shared with anyone other than China
Institute and the payment processor
to securely process this transaction.

CHINA INSTITUTE
Attn: Membership
125 East 65th Street
New York, NY 10065

Tel: 212-744-8181 x137
Fax: 212-628-4159

www.chinainstitute org
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MEMBERSHIP

Thank you for your support of China Institute.
Please use this payment form to complete your transaction.

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP SPECIAL MEMBERSHIP

! Individual $55 ] Young Associates Leadership $100
! Young Associates Friend $50
[ Renwen Society $55

"] Dual/Family $95

] Individual Senior $45 (65 yrs and above)
] Dual/Family Senior $85 (65 yrs and above)

FRIENDS OF THE GALLERY
SUPPORTING MEMBERSHIP (] Friend $1,500

"] Red Envelope $250 1 Sponsor $2,500

[ Silk Purse $500 _] Leader $5,000

7] Jade Box $1,000 ("] Patron $10,000

—] Scholar’s Circle $2,500 Benefactor $25,000

il

BILLING INFORMATION:

MMis 1 Mr ) Mrs ) Ms ) bor O
Name(s)

Address

City, State, Zip

Telephone

Fax
Email

(Please note: Unless you inform us otherwise, you will automatically receive China Institute’s e-events.)

METHOD OF PAYMENT:
:' My check is enclosed, payable to China Institute.

—] Charge my creditcard [ Visa [_] MasterCard [_] American Express [_| Discover
Card # Valid Thru ]
Signature

_| My employer has a matching gift program that will increase my support to China Institute.
| have enclosed my company'’s form.

GIFT MEMBERSHIP:

If this is a Gift Membership, please include your information above and the gift recipient’s information
here. Recipient will receive a membership card and acknowledgement of your gift.

Momrs 0 Mr ) mrs ) Ms [ Dbr [

Name(s)
Address

City, State, Zip
Telephone
Fax

Email

Please mail this form with payment to the address on the left or email membership@chinainstitute.org
For more information, please contact membership at 212-744-8181 x137.


www.chinainstitute.org

